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Temperatures varie d from six degrees below normal
in the Panhandle to two degrees above in the east central.

Precipitation occurred throughout the week with amounts

ranging from three-tenths of an inch in the Panhandle up
to almost three inches in the eastern portion.

GENERAL

The main activities of Nebraska farmers and

ranchers this past week included calving activities and

spring field work. Field work consisted mainly of cutting
and shredding stalks, discing, oat and alfalfa seeding, and
some spring crop planting.

CROPS

Field preparations for corn planting continued
where possible, while some producers waited for fields to

dry out to begin planting and a few producers were able to

put seeds in the ground.

Sugar beet planting activity continued with some

producers nearing completion. Soil moisture supplies

continue to be a concern for the beet growers.

Soil moisture supplies improved this past week due

to rains received but were limited to topsoil improvements.

A few reports indicated improved subsoil moisture, but

overall, the subsoil moisture supply continues to
deteriorate.

Winter wheat condition was rated as 32% poor,
32% fair, 35% good, and 1% excellent. In addition to

problcn_ with winter kill and insufficient moisture, high
winds last week damaged some wheat fields. Weed control

chemical applications have begun on thin stands in several
areas.

Oat seeding made very good progress this past
week in all areas of the State, reaching 74% completion
statewide.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was reported as 71%
of normal, in the poor to fair category. Pastures arc

beginning to green up, but some areas report that this
process remains slow due to the lack of moisture.

Supplemental feeding continues where producers continue

to hold cattle off of the spring pastures. Spring calving
continues to go well and many producers are near

completion.

Nw I
FIELD WORK PROGRESS
AS OF APRIL 14, 1991

% oat acreage planted 56 53

% corn planted 0 0
DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS STATE LAST LAST AVER-

NC [ NE ] C ] ECIsw sc sE WEEK YEAR AGE

73 60 76 83 100 99 74 46 68 65

0 l 2 0 2 1 1 0 0 0

AS OF APRIL 12, 1991

Days statable 6.0 5.1 5.0 5.4 3.6 5.7 5.9 5.2 5.0 5.4 4.8
TopttoNmomure - Short 71 45 21 31 4 43 22 47 34 36 20

(Percent) - Adequate 29 50 53 69 76 57 78 53 58 61 80

- Surplus 0 5 26 0 20 0 0 0 8 3 0

Subsoi| moisture - Short 76 76 63 87 48 86 100 79 73 70 88
(Percent) . Adequate 24 24 37 13 52 14 0 21 27 30 12

- Su_ltm 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0
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